YOU and REALITY

It is time to take a mental journey. This journey is one of far-ranging exploration and deep questioning. This journey, an escape from the culture that surrounds you, will be hard work at first, but the rewards will last not only a lifetime but for generations to come. Yet, be warned, this journey is deeply disturbing, one in which you will never look at our culture in the same way, one which will put you at odds with family and friends. The reward is a wonderful new goal: a vision that works. 

As every journey begins with making that first step, this journey begins with a series of questions. These questions are some that you might have to think about, having answers that may be at your fingertips or may be just out of reach if only you had time to ponder them. 

Let’s begin.

Do you:

· ever feel as if something “isn’t quite right”?

· wonder where, or what , our growing economy is growing to?

· feel disconnected from your family, friends, and neighbors?

· wonder where all your tax dollars are going and why, after many decades, well-meaning governmental programs haven’t fixed the problem yet?

· ever feel trapped in a cage and don’t know how to get out?

· feel that somehow, some where, you were lied to?

· feel satisfied with the status quo?

· see the world around you and feel powerless to stop the pain, the suffering, the environmental and social degradation?

· feel let down by a culture seemingly ruled by the Stock Market?
How are you doing so far? Did you answer “yes” to any of the preceding questions? Here are some more.

What do you want out of life?

· do you want to make a real difference?

· do you long for more purpose in life?

· do you see successive generations of workers scrambling for a paycheck at the expense of others in their own community, city, state, and nation, not to mention other nations and want nothing to do with it?

· do you long for a stronger sense of community?

· do you enjoy lending your life’s energy to make the rich richer, in a sense, building lofty pyramids for others to reap the wealth of your efforts, this land, and this planet?

· would you like to live closer to other people, working towards a common goal, having more control of your destiny?
"In the movie, ‘The Matrix’, Neo has a choice of taking a red pill, which frees his mind from its prison and enables him to see reality and save humanity, and a blue pill, which simply leaves him to remain trapped in his illusion but remain ignorant of his captivity. Reading Ishmael was my own ‘red pill’. Which pill would you take?"
-Elyas Bakhtiari, San Antonio TX
Want to take that red pill and start to work for a real solution, or the blue pill, which let’s you work and work to help those on top while your community falls apart around you? 

A New Vision:

Right now, many hundreds of plant and animal species face extinction. Whole forests are facing devastation to feed a voracious appetite for office paper and pre-fab housing for suburbanites who don’t care to know their neighbors. Petroleum and other energy company CEOs are determining the fate of publicly owned lands for their pipelines, supplying readily burned gasoline for fleets of SUVs unobtainable by the lower-class while public transportation in the United States lags further and further behind our European neighbors. This is the product of a vision that states: “the more money you make, the more important you are.”

Really? 

Simply put, humanity needs a new vision. 

· Creativity and wisdom are power; money is fire fuel. You can't grow it, eat it, wear it, or build with it, and most of it doesn't even exist except as numbers transferred from bank to bank.

· Everyone deserves food, clothing, shelter, healing, love, respect and peace because they are alive. No exceptions.

· You live your way, we'll live our way and we'll stay out of each other's way. If it harms none, do what you wish and let us be.

· The only way to be immune to life's laws is to be DEAD. And even then, the Earth recycles us. It's arrogant to think that we own something that's 4.5 billion years older than us. We are the children of the Earth and we owe her our lives.

· Nature produced oaks, algae, fish, wolves, snakes and ants right along side us; they deserve a chance at life, too. Let's keep diversity alive. Watch it and learn.
· Ancient wisdom kept our species alive for hundreds of thousands of years before our Culture emerged. That same wisdom keeps millions of people alive today and will allow our species to continue for millions of years to come. Change can be good… as long as it follows the rules.
· Our Culture is greedy, unstable, warlike and flawed. Humanity is creative, intelligent, adaptable and natural. To save the world, change our ways.
If you agree with this vision and are willing to take that red pill, 


By Daniel Quinn. Ishmael is not the solution, but it does offer the beginnings of the answer.
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